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State
bill aims
to ban
abusive
doctors

Legislation comes
after Times report on
board’s reinstatement
of 10 physicians.

By JAck DOLAN,
BRITTNY MEJIA
AND K1M CHRISTENSEN

Doctors who are con-
victed of sexually abusing
patients would be perma-
nently banned from practic-
ing medicine in California
under a bill introduced this
week by state legislators.

‘The move comes amonth
after a Times investigation
found that the Medical
Board of California had rein-
stated 10 physicians since
2013 who lost their licenses
for sexual misconduct. They
included two doctors who
abused teenage girls and
one who beat two female pa-
tients when they reported
him for sexually exploiting
them.

“I read that article and
my stomach turned. This is
the sort of stuff you see in
horror movies,” said the
bill's lead author, Assembly-
woman Akilah Weber (D-
San Diego), who is an obste-
trician/gynecologist. “I was
shocked. I was very con-
cerned for patients and very
concerned for the medical
profession itself.”

The measure would be a
major overhaul of current
practice, which patients and
healthcare advocates con-
tend favors leniency for doc-
tors and provides victims of
sexual  misconduct no
voice in the disciplinary
process.

The change would take
the decision to reinstate
such doctors out of the
hands of the Medical Board
and “make it very clear that
this is something we will not
tolerate in California,” We-
ber said.

Under the bill, any doctor
who is criminally convicted
for sexual misconduct with
patients — as were several in

[See Doctors, B4]

CORONAVIRUS IN CALIFORNIA

nearing ‘crisis levels’

IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times
REGISTERED NURSE Zachary Lucero evaluates a patient at Arrowhead Regional Medical Center on
Tuesday. By midweek, California’s hospitalization total for all reasons was just shy of last winter’s peak.

Emergency rooms are

Latest wave likely to bring weeks of strain in hospitals

By LUKE MONEY,
RoNG-GONG LIN IT
AND HAYLEY SMITH

Emergency rooms are nearing cri-
sislevels in parts of California, and of-
ficials are forecasting weeks of strain
in hospitals even as there are glim-
mers of hope the Omicron wave may
soon peak in the northern part of the
state.

There is unprecedented spread of
the coronavirus in California; never
before in the pandemic have so many
people been simultaneously infected.

And despite signs that Omicron is
less likely to require patients to need
mechanical help to breathe, the ex-
traordinarily high case rate — 2%

times last winter’s peak — is still leav-
ing hospitals so inundated that
scheduled surgeries are being can-
celed and ambulances are facing long
delays dropping off patients.

“We are seeing near-crisis levels of
[emergency department] overcrowd-
ing in certain areas,” Dr. Erica Pan,
the state epidemiologist, said in a
briefing to the California Medical
Assn.

By midweek, California was re-
porting 52,400 hospitalizations for all
reasons, just shy of the peak of 53,000
recorded at the height of last winter’s
surge. L.A. County was also ap-
proaching its peak; on Thursday, it
had about 15,000 people hospitalized
for all reasons, approaching the pan-
demic high of nearly 16,500 set last

winter, “when most hospitals were
frankly overwhelmed,” said county
Public Health Director Barbara Fer-
rer.

Overall demand for emergency
care is “causing a huge stress on our
emergency rooms,” Pan said. “With
healthcare staffing shortages on the
inpatient ward, it’s harder to admit
patients. And if you don’t have
enough nurses to take care of those
patients, then there’s a lot of backlog
in the [emergency department] as
well.”

That then results in ambulances
kept waiting in front of hospitals, de-
laying crews’ ability to respond to new
911 calls.

The rate of coronavirus spread is

[See Hospitals, B2]

L.A.
schools

chief

tries to
reassure

With high virus rates
and 130,000 students
absent, Carvalho says
campuses are safe.

By MELISSA GOMEZ
AND HOWARD BLUME

Incoming Los Angeles
Unified Supt. Alberto Car-
valho, who visited Friday as
officials reported a 66.8% av-
erage student absentee rate,
urged parents to send their
children to school if they are
not sick, saying campuses
are safe and he fully sup-
ports the district’s corona-
virus safety measures.

“They are safe places be-
cause of the protective mea-
sures that are in place here,”
said Carvalho, during a wel-
come event at Elysian
Heights Elementary Arts
Magnet in Echo Park. “Par-
ents need to understand
that, they need to bring kids
toschool.”

All schools have re-
mained open for in-person
learning this week.

About half of the 130,000
student absences are ac-
counted for by those who
tested positive for the
coronavirus in the week be-
fore the start of the term.
Others may have tested pos-
itive or had symptoms, but
the information was not up-
loaded to the district’s
health-screening  system.
There was no estimate re-
garding how many families
are choosing to keep stu-
dentshome out of caution as
case numbers remain at
record rates due to the Omi-
cronvariant.

Carvalho said the issues
confronting LAUSD amid
surging coronavirus rates
are also hitting Miami-Dade
County Public Schools, the
district heis leaving, causing
elevated student absences

[See LAUSD, B2]

AGUSTIN GURZA, 1948 - 2022

IRFAN KHAN Los Angeles Times
MAYOR Eric Garcetti said that “quite often,” tough action supported by elected
officials and police leaders against errant officers never materializes.

LAPD discipline questioned

Mayor orders review
of punishments in
police shootings that
violated policy.

By KEVIN RECTOR

Los Angeles Mayor Eric
Garcetti on Thursday ques-
tioned whether LAPD offi-
cers who shoot people are
sufficiently punished when
the shootings violate de-
partment policies, ordering

areview of such cases going
back years.

Garcetti said that “quite
often,” stiff penalties sup-
ported by elected officials
and police leaders never ma-
terialize in such cases be-
cause discipline panels hand
down lesser penalties —
sometimes leaving officers
whom officials want to fire
onthe force.

Citing that and a report
by the LAPD’s inspector
general last year that found
newer, all-civilian discipline
panels have been even more

lenient on errant officers,
Garcettisaid he had ordered
the inspector general to as-
sess the issue once more —
this time producing a public
report that will outline the

By RICHARD MAROSI

ormer Los Angeles Times col-
umnist Agustin Gurza, a one-
time record store owner who
became a groundbreaking
chronicler of Latino life in
Southern California and one of the
country’s leading critics and historians
of Spanish-language music, has died.

Gurza died Saturday morning after
suffering a heart attack, according to
his wife of 19 years, Rosie Caballero
Gurza. He was 73.

Gurza was a 20-something UC
Berkeley graduate when he stepped
into the office of then-L.A. Times music
editor Robert Hilburn in 1976, looking
forareportingjob. Hilburndidn't needa
reporter, but he was desperate to find
someone to write reviews. He told him

[See Gurza, B5]

Times columnist, critic
had a passion for music

RICK LOOMIS Los Angeles Times

TRAILBLAZER
Gurza was among the first Latino col-
umnists in Orange County, inspiring a
generation of young Latino journalists.
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posed by variant. B3

alleges business used
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Nurse attacked
at L.A. bus stop
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condition after police
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Union Station. B4
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AGUSTIN GURZA, 1948 - 2022

Loved boleros but
embraced rap too

[Gurza, from B1]
to pick arecord and write 100
words.

“But I've never done a re-
view,” said Gurza.

“But you care about mu-
sic. That’s all that matters,”
Hilburn recalls saying.

Gurza delivered the re-
view of a band called the Sal-
soul Orchestra and dozens
of others over the next few
years, kick-starting a wide-
ranging career of columns,
books and reviews. They fea-
tured his deeply engrossing
writing style that could float
readers along with its
beauty, humor and at times
bitingly critical prose. The
writing was elegant but di-
rect, decidedly unfancy, and
always infused with Gurza’s
encyclopedic knowledge of
music and passion for social
justice, community and fam-

Over the following dec-
ades, Gurza went on to be-
come a columnist in Orange
County, first for the Orange
County Register, then for
The Times’ Orange County
edition. He was among the
first Latino columnists in
Orange County, inspiring a
generation of young Latino
journalists.

“Agustin was someone to
me who epitomized the joy of
life itself,” said Times col-
umnist Gustavo Arellano,
who was in college when he
started reading Gurza’s col-
umn. Arellano remembers
thinking: “This is a guy who
knows his music, loves his
music, but also loves the am-
biente of being Latino, of the
pride.” Gurza, he said, knew
that “what he covered was a
prideful thing and that the
wider world should know it.”

By 2001, Gurza was back
at The Times writing about
the Latin music explosion.
He profiled music stars like
Shakira, Ricky Martin and
Daddy Yankee, and quickly
became one of the most in-
fluential critics in the coun-
try. Hewasafierce tradition-
alist whose tastes were
shaped by the boleros and
corridos of his youth, but he
also embraced the more
modern, rock- and rap-in-
fused Latin music genres.
Though he championed
many artists, many were not
spared his critic’s wrath, not
even the musical stars who
became his friends.

Ruben Blades, the salsa
music legend and Holly-
wood actor, was one of them.
Gurza considered him
among the most important
songwriters in Latin pop
music history, but didn’t
hesitate to criticize some of
his works. The two men,
both known for their roaring
expressions of passionately
held opinions, often clashed
over dinner and glasses of
whisky, so much so that
Blades referenced Gurza in
his 1984 song
“Desapariciones.”

Es un buen muchacho
(He’s a good guy)

A veces es terco cuando
opina (He’s kind of stubborn
with his opinions)

Years later, Gurza flew to
Panama to interview
Blades, who had been ap-
pointed the country’s min-
ister of tourism. Gurza
couldn’t help himself, deliv-
ering what appeared to be a
good-natured jab back at his
old friend.

Blades can be funny, gen-
erous and charming, an en-
gaging storyteller who en-
livens anecdotes with hilar-

rooms, offices and garages
with thousands of records,
ranging from his rock favor-
ites such as Bob Dylan and
the Beatles to Latin music
legends including the
Puerto Rican band El Gran
Combo and Celia Cruz.

Though his primary pas-
sion was music, by the
mid-1990s Gurza was work-
ing as a columnist in Orange
County at a time when the
experiences of Latinosinthe
area were largely underre-
ported. He fought to pre-
serve murals, gave voice to
immigrant mothers, took on
politicians and expressed
weariness, in 1999, over Or-
ange County’s heated politi-
cal battles over immigration
in a column that seems pre-
scient today. “We reach tem-
porary standoffs, but minds
don’t change, hearts don’t
open,” he wrote.

“He was a lone voice in
the wilderness for years,”
Arellano said. “He was de-
fending us in a place where
we needed a lot of defend-
ing.”

Arellano himself was
criticized by Gurza, who be-
lieved Arellano’s popular
“Ask a Mexican” column per-
petuated stereotypes, with
Gurza calling him the “Paris
Hilton of Latino journal-
ism.” But Arellano said
Gurza’s overarching com-
mitment to the Latino expe-
rience transcended any per-
sonalrivalry.

Though his writing was
often loaded with slashing
commentary, Gurza was a
charming and fun-loving
raconteur who could disarm
his fiercest critics with his
constant smile, hair-trigger
laughter and deep reper-
toire of salsa dance moves.

Gurza’s return to music
writing in 2001 coincided
with a resurgence of Latin
music across the country.
He covered the flash and the
controversies, but also
wrote about little-known re-
gional styles, making them
relatable and understand-
able toreaders.

“I admired that about

OBITUARY

CENCEL, Josep

Joseph Arthur (Art) Cencel, age 93,
died from a long iliness on December
28, 2021, at his home in Newport
Beach, afifornia.

Artis survived by Janet Cencel his
wife of 50 years, his Daughter and
Son in law, Renee and Mark Dobin,
of Laguna Niguel, his 2 Grandsons:
Garett_Elerick, of Dana Point and
Adam Dobkin of rvine.

Many nieces and nephews had the
prvilege of calling him Und along
with dear ones who shared life and
alled him riend.

Art was bor on August 6, 1928 in
Salida Colorado, to parents Joseph and
Martha Cencel.

Upon graduation from high school,
e served his country i the Navy. After
serving he retumed home and entered

college.

He graduated from Purdue
University a leader in his dlass
graduating with honors (Tau Beta Pi)
and a degree in Electrical Engineering.
Serving in the Airforce National Guard
e was called to active duty during the
Korean War.

During Arts career, he worked

many  companies  indluding:
Litton, Teledyne, Digitran and Kaiser
Electronics.

After retiring Art and Janet
traveled, enjoying their passion for
golf and great friends. Art was a
prilliant man and gained knowledge
in all his efforts: from engineering,
technological creations and patents,
‘o caring for his lawn. Art had the love
of agood joke and enjoyed many with
friends. A generous kind no frills kind
of a man, with a soft gentle spot for
their cats.

COTTONE, Diane Marjorie
October 1937 - December 2021

A warm and caring friend, devoted
wife, and a wonderful mom, Diane
Cottone passed away peacefullyin her
sleep on Tuesday, December 28, 2021.
She was with her sons, Christopher
and Douglas. She had been battling
cirrhosis of the liver for the past three
years. She was 84 years old.

She will be interred at a private
funeral service ata ater date.

Diane was born and raised in Los
Angeles Galifornia. Her father passed
away when she was very little. She
attended Los Angeles High School.
There she met her future husband Jerry

PAIK, Ellen Jane

SHAPIRO Ph'ip 0.

April 25,1932 - December 25, 2021

Daughter of Emest and Rose Paik,
Ellen was born and raised in Whittier,
CA. As a youngster, she was a talented
dancer and performed at many venues

in the SoCal area.

Ellen was a product of the Whittier
school system, graduating from
Whittier H.S.

Ellen earned her BA from Cal State
LA, her RN. from Good Samaritan
Hospital and took her Nurse Practioner
dassesatUSC.

Ellen was a RN by trade and spent
the majority of her 50+ year career
as a“School Nurse” at various schools.
She was Health Coordinator of Nurses
for the Hacienda-La Puente school
didtrict. In the evening, she worked
at Rio Hondo College. She even found
time to work for two years in Germany.

Ellen loved to cook, her Korean
food and Christmas cookie trays were
legenday.

She loved to travel knit, volunteered,
and downhill skied into her 70's.

She was predeceased by her parents
and younger brother Dan. She is
sunvived by her sister, Sally Ogawa
(David), nieces, Kristin Moon (Mark)
and Dusty Paik, and nephew, Marc
Ogawa.

SCHWARTZ, Susan G

Sue Schwartz passed peacefully at
age 94 on December 7, 2021, Susan G.
Schwartz (Sue) was born on November
22,1927 in Pforzheim, Germany. She
was the 2nd child of Eleanor (Mueller)
and Max Gordon. The family name
was originally Goldbaum, and they
fled Nazi Germany ahead of the
mass incarceration of Jews during
the Holocaust. Sue (who was known
then as Susi), her sister Irene, and her
parents fled first to Florence, Italy,
then they emigrated to the United
States, settling in San Francisco when
Sue was 11. Upon entry to the United
States Max changed the family name
to Gordon.

The experience of fleeing Germany,
starting over twice, and acclimating
to new surroundings built resilience
in the Gordon family. Sue spoke
German, Italian, and French fluently.
She attended University of California
Berkely,studying politicalscience, and
upon graduation moved to Los Angeles
0 be closer to her sister Irene’s family.
A friend set up a blind date with a
teacher friend, and Sue met Harold
(Hal) Schwartz, the love of her life.
They married in 1953 and settled in
the San Fernando Valley, raising three
children and sharing a wonderful life
together until Hal's untimely death
from cancer in 1984.
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SIGEL , Allan A
June 11,1927 - December 1, 2021

Allan A. Sigel, age 94, passed
peacefully at his home in Encino
on December 1, 2021. He was a
prominent attomey who graduated
Magna Cum Laude from Loyola Law
School, and eamned his Juris Doctorate
in 1953. After graduating first in his
dlass, he went on to open an illustrious
practice that was in business for over
50 years. Throughout his extensive
Greer, he represented numerous
celebrities, defended - constitutional
issues, and tried high profile cases
that others were reluctant o take to
trial. He is survived by his wife, Diane
Sigel, and S children: Stacey Sigel,
Susan Sigel, Shari (Michael Bennett),
Stephanie  (Robert Bayer) and
Jennifer (Chris Pocino). Grandfather
t0 13 grandchildren, and 5 great-
grandchildren. A private service will be
heldin Los Angeles.

STEVENSON, Dorothy M

July 5, 1921 - December 6, 2021
Dorothy Margaret Stevenson, born
July’5, 1921 to Fern and Leonard Scott,
ied December 6, 2021 in Pasadena,

She Attended Washington High
School in Los Angeles and the
University of Southem Califoria
where she enjoyed membership i the
Kappa Delta Soority.

She married John Ensign Stevenson.
They Settled in Alhambra, CA where
they raised their children and were
activein the community.

A gracous lady, Dorothy enjoyed
membership in the San Gabriel
Country Club, played golf, was an avid
bridge player and loved to dance. She
made many fiends and contributed to
variouschariies.

Dorothy leaves behind her son
John S. Stevenson, a resident of La
Canada, CA and her daughter Nancy Jo
Carmichael of Prescott, AZ. She s also
survived by granddaughters JoAnn
Jahneke, Susan  Hines, and Morgan

Clougherty- Stevenson and grandson
Stuart Stevenson. Dorathy was also

STRAUSS, James H

September 16,1938 - December 28, 2021

James H.  Strauss, PhD. died
December 28, 2021 in Pasadena,
California at age 83 a month short of
his 53rd wedding anniversary after a
16 month-long valiant fight against
metastatic_lung cancer. Bom i
Galveston, Texas, September 16, 1938,
the eldest child of Lucy Mae Seger
Strauss and James H. Strauss, St., he
is survived by his beloved wife Ellen
Glowacki Strauss, his sister Frances
Strauss Schreiber and several nieces
and nephews. He was preceded in
death by his parents and his brother
Paul Edward Strauss.

Jim grew up in Texas and completed
a bachelors degree from St. Mary’s
University in San Antonio in 1960,
That year he joined a bumper crop of
new graduate students in the Division
of Biology at Galifornia Institute of
Technology (Caltech) in- Pasadena.
There he met his wife-to-be, Ellen
Glowacki, who was the first woman
admitted as a regular student into
the Graduate program in the Biology
Division. Mentored by Dr. Robert
Sinsheimer, Jim obtained his PhD in
1967 studying the RNA bacteriophage
MS2, then spent two years in the
laboratory of Dr. James Damell at
Albert Einstein College of Medicine
in the Bron, where he began studies
of the animal RNA-containing virus
‘named Sindbis, which would form the
foundation for his research projects for
the next for .

In 1969 Jim married Ellen Glowacki
in January at -20° F in Madison
Wisconsin, and they retumed to
Caltech where he joined the Caltech
faculty as an assistant professor of
Biology in 1969, became an associate
professor in 1975, professor in 1983,
Edith Wilson Bowles and Robert
Bowles Professor in 1993, and
Bowles Professor Emeritus in 2007.
Strauss served as executive officer for
molecular and cellular biology from
1980 to 1989 and was Acting Chair of
the Division in 1986. He was elected

llow of the American Association
for the Advancement of Scienc
(AAAS) in 2011. With his wife, James
Strauss directed a research group
which focused on the replication
and assembly of two groups of
enveloped RNA viruses: alphaviruses
and flaviviruses. These two families
of viruses indude those that cause
encephalits, yellow fever, dengue
fever, and other human- diseases.
He authored almost 180 scientific
publications, and he and Ellen Strauss
co-authored a  textbook entitled
Viruses and Human Disease. He
served as the Editor of several Virology
Journals, served on the Virology Study
Section at NIH from 1983 to 1987 and

Justin

of the US Viral Diseases

n’ lenms. trave, the omdoors. family
ive life.

Cottone. They July 17,
1965. In June of 1967 they welcomed
their first son Steven Christopher, and
in January of 1970 they had  their

[Gurza]. He was one of very | second son Douglas Anthony.
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count on him to provide a
perspective that would al-
ways help us understand
better the issue.”

After he took a buyout
from The Times in 2008, an-
other musical adventure
was awaiting him. UCLA
had taken possession of the

She was preceded in death by her
loving husband, Jerry Cottone who
passed away in 2015.

In addition to her two sons, Diane
is survived by her Cousins Bill and
Bonnie, sister Martha, and niece
Carolee as well as dozens of other
nieces, nephews, and cousins on Jerry's
side of the family.

In lieu of flowers, donations can be
made in Diane’s name to the American
Liver Foundation.

world’s largest, ofre-
corded Spanish-language
music and needed someone
to write about it. The ar-
chive, called the Arhoolie
Foundation’s ~ Strachwitz
Frontera collection, at the
time had 90,000 recordings,
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Sue enjoyed gardening, had an
incredible green thumb, and grew
beautiful roses. She loved dlassical
music and could identify almost any
dlassical piece from the first few notes.

A devastating stroke in August
2012 brought many changes to Sue’s
lfestyle; she worked hard to get back
to independence and continued her
zest for life.

Sue s survived by her son Stephen
(Marianne) and _daughters Janet
Morgan-Buente (Bob) and Debbie
Andersen (Brian). Grandchildren Amy,
Laura, Matt, Jennifer, Trevor, Sarah,
Stephanie and Tyler loved Grams/
Grandma Sue; Sue was thrilled to
live long enough to see her great-
grandson, Theodore Jarvis Morgan,
bom in September 2020. Sue was
predeceased by her husband Harold
Lawrencein 1

Memorial will be private. Please
consider a donation to the charity of
your choice in Sue’s memory.
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Panel, in the US/Japan Cooperative
Medical Sciences Program from 1987-
2005, serving as its Chairman from
1994-2005.

Along the way he mentored
a number of graduate students,
undergraduates, and post-doctoral
fellows, including Charles M. Rice, Ill
who was awarded the Nobel Prize in
Physiology or Medicine in 2020,

He was a quiet and thoughtful man,
always thinking before he spoke,
generous with his time and expertise,
kind toall, slow to anger, and possessed
of a wry and gentle sense of humor.
His office door was always open, but
he believed in permitting his students
to develop their own projects. He was
highly intelligent, well-read (over the
years he devoured all eleven volumes
ul The Story of Civilization by Will and
Ariel Durant), intensely interested
in not only laboratory science but
natural history as well, enjoyed both
word puzzles like doublecrostics, and
math puzzles like Killer Sudoku. Jim
Strauss was a successful scientist
because he never lost his curiosity
for the natural world or his wonder
atits beauty and complexity. He was
not a fan of cty life and was happier
camping out in Joshua Tree than
staying at The Pierre in Manhattan. He
believed passionately in meritocracy
for_selecting faculty or admitting

much of it from art-
ists.

“Iswear helistened to ev-
ery song,” said Chon Norie-
ga, a professor at the UCLA
department of film, televi-
sion and digital media. Nor-
iega asked Gurza to write a
100-page book; Gurza deliv-
ered an award-winning 234-
page book and continued to
write about the collection in
a blog. The writings are a
marvel of storytelling as
Gurza’s exhaustive research
illuminates the tales of the
places, personalities and
histories behind the songs.
Gurza infused much of the
wnt,mgs with memories of

ious imper Buthe his and loving
can also be stubborn... portraits of family members.

Gurza was born Nov. 13, His last posts focused on
1948, in the Mexican state of recordingsofboleros, aching
Coahuilla, but moved to San  songs of romance from Latin

Jose as a toddler. His father
was a music-loving doctor,
his mother a piano-playing
homemaker. Gurza’s almost
obsessive passion for music
was apparent very early,
when he would accompany
his father to music stores to
comb through the stacks of
records, said  Gurza’s
brother, Dr. Edward “Lalo”
Gurza, a retired internist
from Chicago.

“My father would spend
hours in record stores going
through every single cab-
inet, which drove my mother
nuts. Agustin had exactly
the same habits,” Ed Gurza
said in an interview.

After graduating from
the UC Berkeley Graduate
School of Journalism in 1974,
Gurzamoved to Los Angeles
and opened arecord store in
East Los Angeles. He was
right at home in the clut-
tered space filled with re-
cordings. He eventually
closed the shop, but his
record-store decor aesthetic
lived on. Everywhere helived
afterward, he filled his living

America that were among
his favorites. Always a pur-
ist, he bemoaned how some
had been drained of soul by
the clutter of overproduc-
tion.

‘When he was a kid, Gurza
recalls, his brothers and sis-
ters would make fun of him
for liking traditional music
that they considered corny.
But Gurza’s love of the bal-
lads only deepened with
time. His weddingin 2002, he
said, featured a bolero, “So-
mos Novios,” that, Gurza
notes, was one of the most
covered Spanish-language
songs of all time after it was
translated into English and
retitled “It’s Impossible.”

“The bolero, like love it-
self, is eternal,” Gurza wrote.

Gurza is survived by his
wife, Rosie; sons Miguel, 40,
and Andres Agustin Gurza,
19; brothers Eduardo Gurza,
Guillermo Gurza, Roberto
Gurzaand Alejandro Gurza;
and sisters Mary Esther
Gurza Fowler, Guadalupe
Gurza Witherow and Patri-
cia Gurza Dully.
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students,

for many decisions; admired expertise
in varied subjects; championed Free
Speech even for those who disagreed
with him, abhorred hypocrisy and
lies at all levels; and died pessimistic
for the future of America with its
“wokeness’, revisionist approach to
rewriting history, “ancel culture’, and
political polarization.

James and Ellen Strauss, who had
run their research group as a team
effort, both retred on the same day in
2007, and soon left Molecular Biology
because they believed that the field
was advaning so rapidly that one
could not contribute meaningfully if
only working at it part time. This left
them free to engage in their other
passions indluding traveling multiple
times to all seven continents. They
took many trips to unusual venues
around the world to see rare birds,
and experienced seven total solar
edipses. They were avid fans of
live performance of dassical music,
particularly opera, with their favorite
composers at the opposite ends of the
spectrum: Wagner and Mozart, and
enjoyed ten Wagner Ring Cycles.

Jim Strauss will be dearly missed
by all who knew him, and especially
by his wife Ellen Strauss, who was
by his side 24/7 for more than 50
years. Due to Covid, burial plans are
strictly private, with hope for a more
comprehensive celebration of ~his
life and legacy at some later date. In
lieu of flowers, the family suggested
donations in his memory either to
the Los Angeles Opera o to Rainforest
Trust, a conservation organization.
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WOODRUFF, Patricia Jane

There are some who bring a light so
great to the world, that even after they
have gone, the light remains.

Patricia J. Woodruff, beloved wife,
mother and grandmother, passed
away peacefully at her home on
January 11, 2022 at the age of 83.
She will be remembered for her
joyful approach to this beautiful
life. She touched the world with her
gentleness, sweetness and infectious
smile. She was a woman of integrity,
intelligence, strong faith, compassion,
loyalty and deep love and gratitude
for her family and the close bond they
share. She will be missed deeply.

Born and raised in Iron Mountain,
Michigan, Pat  graduated from
Michigan State University where she
‘met and married the love of her life,
Tom Woodruff. Pat lived a wonderful
life filled with adventure, service,
friendship and love. She had a passion
for travel, and she and her husband
Tom were blessed to have seen the
world. She was a talented painter and
a voracious reader; a wicked good card
player and made a mean Tangueray
‘martini. She had a sparkle in her eyes
that remained until her final days.

Before starting a family, Pat was
an elementary school teacher in ron
Mountain, Michigan, Atlanta, Georgia
and San Frandisco, Glifornia, She and
Tom moved to Southern Galfornia in
1965 and soon setted in Tustin where
they lived for 30 years before moving
toCotode Cazain south Orange County
where they celebrated 50 years of
marriage in 2010. Severalyears after
Toms passing in 2011, Pat moved to
Laguna Woods,

Pat is survived by her daughters
Kira Erquiaga, Kelly Woodruff and
ShannaDraheim; her  sons-in-law
Gavin Milner, and Andrew Draheim;
Kira's partner Mike Rosen; and her
six beloved grandchildren Garrett
Erquiaga, Nicole and Alayna Wooduff-
Milner, Joseph, Abigail and Jillan
Draheim. Her entire family was able to
gather with herlast month and joyfully
celebrate Christmas together.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made in her memory to St. Johns
Episcopal Church Discretionary Fund,
30382 Via Con  Dios, Rancho Santa
Margarita, CA 92686-1518.
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