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The 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo, which ended a two-year war with Mexico, empowered the
United States to annex the Mexican Department of New Mexico. Over-night, the 60-100,000
Spanish-speaking citizens of New Mexico were subordinated to the rule of a foreign nation. As
scholars have recently stressed, the Nuevomexicanos were thrown into a condition of colonialism
once their homeland was annexed, particularly as New Mexico would remain a federal territory for
several decades to come. However, compared to classic internal colonialism around the world, in
which the conquered were universally subordinated to a strict ethno-racial segregation, the

unique New Mexico case involved what one scholar has called a relation of “power-sharing” as between the dominant
Euro-Americans and the native Nuevomexicanos. The substantial integration of the Nuevomexicanos into the American political
system, seen for example in the elected position of delegate to Congress, operated as the major component of their power-sharing
system at this time. The ideological force of Enlightenment Liberalism and the mechanism of the Western political party do the
most to explain the substantial political integration of the Nuevomexicanos in nineteenth century New Mexico. The process of
placing the modern versions of American liberalism and political party on a traditional Mexican territory involved some
contradictions telling for the experience of power-sharing, but it also enabled the Nuevomexicanos to activate a civic resistance to
their social subordination in the internal colony of American New Mexico.
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For questions, please contact our student coordinator, Carla Salazar Gonzalez at carlas@ucla.edu
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