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Talk Bio: This is a talk about trans Latinx worldmaking projects that are made possible through activists'
creative media praxis. In this talk, | introduce what | term "counter-security media" as a community-
building tool that challenges the ways that ethnoracialized gender is built into media and disciplinary
structures. As an example of counter-security media, | highlight trans-led letter writing activism in
prisons and detention centers. The letter writing projects | will discuss use the letter as media to write

transness back into existence in sex-segregated carceral systems where gender norms are used as tools
of punishment.

Dan Bustillo is a is a Ph.D. candidate in Visual Studies at the University of California, Irvine. Their
dissertation, titled “Refusing Spectacle: Trans Latinx Counter-Security Media," centers trans Latinx
activists' strategic mis/use of media to challenge carceral, national, and digital borders of belonging.




