
Amid today’s multipronged attacks on immigrant communities and growing threats to
democratic participation, the children of immigrants and refugees often encounter significant
barriers to exercising their voice in the public arena. Despite these challenges, some of these
young people engage in nonpartisan grassroots campaigns, addressing issues such as
education, health, environmental justice, immigrant rights, housing, and voting rights. In
Learning to Lead: Youth Organizing in Immigrant Communities (Russell Sage), UCLA
Chicano Studies Research Center Director, Veronica Terriquez offers a rich examination of
how youth organizing groups enable low-income, second-generation immigrant adolescents to
collectively exercise political power alongside their non-immigrant peers and adult allies.
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