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Happy Spring Break Week! I hope that everyone is enjoying their well 

deserved break and that this week is full of rejuvenation to gear up 

for the last stretch before graduations! 
Thank you, Dr. Carlos Manuel Haro, for championing the special 

ʺ1968 Walkoutsʺ Photo Exhibit that now resides in Theodore 

Roosevelt High School. His reflections are below... 
 

 

 

 

UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center 
 

DIRECTOR’S MESSAGE 
 
April 3 marked the official opening of the CSRC exhibition The 1968 Walkouts: Selections 
from UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center Collections at Theodore Roosevelt High 
School in Boyle Heights. The exhibition was installed in the school library as part of a ten-
year loan from the CSRC. The opening commenced with music provided by Roosevelt’s 
own mariachi group. Students, parents, school staff, and members of the community 
walked around the library to view the forty-one photographs taken during the walkouts, 
many of which were taken at Roosevelt. Some of the older community members looked at 
the images and reflected on their involvement in the walkouts and other civil rights 
actions. 
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After the mariachi performance, Monica Garcia, president of the LAUSD Board of 
Education, spoke about the significance of the exhibition for Roosevelt High School 
students and the Boyle Heights community. She noted that the school’s students made 
history in 1968 and that it was important for students today to be aware of their activism. 
Then, several current students presented research projects on the walkouts that they had 
created in their ethnic studies courses. Two students read the list of student demands that 
had energized the 1968 protest. They noted where progress has been made but also where 
the public education system continues to fail the Chicana/o community. 
  
As I sat listening to school staff and students, I began to consider that progress. A lot has 
indeed changed at Roosevelt, my alma mater, since I attended in the mid-1960s. In his 
introductory remarks, Ben Gertner, the school’s principal, spoke about Roosevelt’s efforts 
to help students succeed academically and to prepare them for college. Today the school is 
proud of the number of Roosevelt graduates who are college bound. I do not recall the 
principal ever mentioning high expectations for Mexican American students when I 
attended Roosevelt. In the 1960s, nearly 50 percent of Roosevelt students were pushed out 
before graduation. For many, their greatest ambition was to work in the service sector. 
Also, during my time at Roosevelt no teacher would have assigned a research project 
focusing on Chicana/o history, and there were no ethnic studies courses. Finally, as 
community members and parents commented on the presentations and exhibition, many 
spoke in Spanish. The Roosevelt I knew had a “No Spanish” rule for students, and because 
few staff spoke Spanish at that time, the school did not consider parents a resource. 
Needless to say, mariachi music on the campus was unheard of. 
  
The CSRC is proud to share this exhibition with the Roosevelt community. It provides a 
look at a major event in Chicana/o history and demonstrates what can happen when a 
community demands change.  
  
Carlos Manuel Haro 
CSRC Assistant Director Emeritus 
  
The 1968 Walkouts: Selections from UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center Collections was curated by 
Carlos Manuel Haro and Bryant Partida, with assistance from Johnny Ramirez and Oscar Castillo. 
Partida and Ramirez graduated in spring 2018 from the UCLA School of Education and Information 
Studies. The framed images in the exhibition are drawn from the CSRC’s La Raza Photograph Collection 
and Oscar Castillo Photograph Collection. 

 

 
    

 

Stay informed about Measure EE! 
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WeRise 2019 – May 18 - 27th  

Downtown Los Angeles Arts District 
1262 Palmetto St, Los Angeles 90013 

(corner of Palmetto St. and Mateo St.) 
  

WeRise is an immersive cultural event featuring powerful art, live 
performances and bold conversations to help us explore mental well-being and 
a wide range of related social issues. This ten-day engagement will offer a 
museum-quality gallery plus a full program of special events, music, art 
activities, workshops and screenings. 
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WeRise is free and open to the public each evening and weekends. Weekday 
mornings are reserved for school field trips to provide students with unique 
opportunities to engage with special guests and event educators who will help 
students explore the experience with age-appropriate curriculum. 
  
More details to be announced soon and via our website and related social 
channels!  WeRise is sponsored by the LA County Department of Mental 
Health with support from the Mental Health Services Act through 
funding dedicated to prevention and early intervention. Learn more about 
our campaign at www.WhyWeRise.LA.  
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Connect with us 
 

 


