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As scholars gather in Barcelona for the International Congress of the Latin 
American Studies Association, we are pleased to be introducing a new 

journal, Latin American and Latinx Visual Culture, which will publish its first 
issue in January 2019. We asked Editor-in-Chief Charlene Villaseñor Black, 
who is currently accepting submissions for the inaugural volume, to preview 

the journal for #LASA2018 / #LASACongress attendees.

UC Press’s Latin American and Latinx Visual Culture 
is the first peer-reviewed academic journal 

dedicated to visual and material cultures in Mexico, 
Central America, South America, the Caribbean, and 

those in diaspora. The moment is historic, a time 
for celebration, and I am delighted to be the 
founding Editor-in-Chief working with Associate 

Editor Emily Engel and Book Reviews Editor Aleca 
Le Blanc. For the first time, scholars working in these areas have a scholarly 
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venue for the latest research in art history, design, material culture, 
architecture, film and media, performance art, museum studies, popular 

culture, fashion, as well as public art and activism. Our geographical scope 
and chronological span are wide-ranging and encompassing. We consider 

scholarship from the ancient Americas to the contemporary moment. With 
the recent spectacular growth in research and exhibitions on Latin American 

and Latinx art, the time has come for such a journal. 

Our cover design captures the journal’s fresh approach. A repeating black 

and grey design, based on a Panamanian mola textile created by the Kuna 
people, forms the background. Against that, bold and vibrant letters spell 
out the title, their paint-rolled-texture calling up activist or street art. The 

prominence of the word “LATINX,” and the use of the “X” instead of “o” or 
“a/o” or “@,” proclaims inclusiveness and questions the gender binary. The 

decision to include Latinx art was carefully considered and passionately 
fought for. It’s not that Latin American and Latinx art are the same—it’s 
that putting them into conversation can be a powerful way to break down 

nationalist categories in favor of hemispheric conversations. ¡P’adelante! 




