
C A R M E N  L O M A S  G A R Z A

Garza.indb   1 5/24/10   5:10 PM



A VER: REVIS IONING ART HISTORY

Carmen Lomas Garza, by Constance Cortez (2010)
María Brito, by Juan A. Martínez (2009) 
Celia Alvarez Muñoz, by Roberto Tejada (2009)
Yolanda M. López, by Karen Mary Davalos (2008)
Gronk, by Max Benavidez (2007)

A Ver: Revisioning Art History stems from the conviction that individual artists and 
their coherent bodies of work are the foundation for a truly meaningful and diverse 
art history. This series explores the cultural, aesthetic, and historical contributions 
of Chicano, Puerto Rican, Cuban, Dominican, and other U.S. Latino artists. Related 
educational, archival, and media resources, including downloadable teacher’s guides,  
can be found at the series home page, www.chicano.ucla.edu/research/ArtHistory.html. 
A Ver . . . Let’s see!

Series Editor
Chon A. Noriega, University of California, Los Angeles

Associate Editor
Colin Gunckel

National Advisory Board
Alejandro Anreus, William Paterson University
Gilberto Cárdenas, University of Notre Dame
Karen Mary Davalos, Loyola Marymount University
Henry C. Estrada, Public Art Division, City of San Antonio
Jennifer A. González, University of California, Santa Cruz
Rita Gonzalez, Los Angeles County Museum of Art
Kellie Jones, Columbia University
Mari Carmen Ramírez, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston
Yasmin Ramírez, Hunter College, City University of New York 
Terezita Romo, independent writer and curator, Sacramento

A Ver
Revisioning Art Hist

ory

 

Garza.indb   2 5/24/10   5:10 PM



UCLA CHICANO STUDIES  RESEARCH CENTER PRESS

LOS ANGELES

2010

C A R M E N  L O M A S 
G A R Z A
CONSTANCE CORTEZ
FOREWORD BY CHON A. NORIEGA

A VER: REVIS IONING ART HISTORY

VOLUME 5

Garza.indb   3 5/24/10   5:10 PM



Copyright 2010 by the Regents of the University of California
All rights reserved. Printed in China

CSRC Director: Chon A. Noriega
Senior Editor: Rebecca Frazier
Business Manager: Luz Orozco
Manuscript Editor: Catherine A. Sunshine
Design and Production: William Morosi
Project Coordinator: Ana Guajardo
Research Assistants: Janyce Cardenas, Lauro Cons, Beth Rosenblum, Ariana Rosas
Getty Intern: Nathalie Sánchez

UCLA Chicano Studies Research Center
193 Haines Hall
Los Angeles, California 90095-1544
www.chicano.ucla.edu

Front cover: Carmen Lomas Garza, Prickly Pear/A Little Piece of My Heart, 1991. Oil and alkyd on wood, 32 × 24 
inches. 

Front flap: Photograph of Carmen Lomas Garza by Bob Hsiang.

Back cover: Carmen Lomas Garza, Cama para Sueños, 1985. Gouache on Arches paper, 23 × 17½ inches. 
Smithsonian American Art Museum, Washington, DC. Reproduced by permission of the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, Washington, DC.

Back flap: Photograph of Constance Cortez by [to come]

Half-title page: Carmen Lomas Garza, Autoretrato, 1980. Gouache on paper, 8½ × 7½ inches. 

Library of Congress Cataloging-in-Publication Data 

Cortez, Constance, 1958-
  Carmen Lomas Garza / Constance Cortez ; foreword by Chon A. Noriega.
       p. cm. --  (A ver : revisioning art history ; v. 5)
  Includes bibliographical references and index.
  ISBN 978-0-89551-111-9 (cloth : alk. paper) -- ISBN 978-0-89551-112-6 (pbk. : alk. paper)
 1.  Garza, Carmen Lomas--Criticism and interpretation. 2.  Garza, Carmen Lomas. 3.  Mexican American artists--
Biography.  I. Garza, Carmen Lomas. II. Title.
  N6537.G379C67 2010
  709.2--dc22
                                                            2010020380

 This book is printed on acid-free paper.

Distributed by the University of Minnesota Press
111 Third Avenue South, Suite 290
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55401-2520
www.upress.umn.edu

Garza.indb   4 5/24/10   5:10 PM



CONTENTS

Acknowledgments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . vii

Foreword. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ix
Chon A. Noriega

A Bed for Dreams  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1

Politics and Life in Tejas: From Tejana to Chicana  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6

A Tejana on the West Coast . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29

A Chicana Reconquista: The Quincentenary  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 60

Carmen versus the Future  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80

Notes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 98

Exhibition History  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 107

Bibliography  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116

Index  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 126

Garza.indb   5 5/24/10   5:10 PM



AFF IL IATED INST ITUTIONS
Archives of American Art, Smithsonian Institution • California Ethnic and Multicultural

Archives (CEMA), University of California, Santa Barbara • Centro de Estudios
Puertorriqueños, Hunter College, New York • Cuban Research Institute, Florida 
International University • Hispanic Research Center, Arizona State University, 

Phoenix • Inter-University Program for Latino Research (IUPLR) • Institute for Latino 
Studies, University of Notre Dame • Jersey City Museum • La Plaza de Cultura y 

Artes, Los Angeles • Latino Art Museum, Pomona • Latino Museum, Los Angeles • 
Los Angeles County Museum of Art • Mexican Cultural Institute, Los Angeles • 
Mexican Museum, San Francisco • El Museo del Barrio, New York • Museum of 
Fine Arts, Houston • National Association of Latino Arts and Culture (NALAC)

SUPPORTING INST ITUTIONS
This book is sponsored by

Entravision Communications Corporation

A Ver: Revisioning Art History
is made possible through the generous support

of the following institutions:

The Getty Foundation
The Ford Foundation

The Andy Warhol Foundation for the Visual Arts
The JPMorgan Chase Foundation

The Rockefeller Foundation
The Joan Mitchell Foundation

Garza.indb   6 5/24/10   5:10 PM


