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Forty years later, grape boycott still a huge accomplishment
Alvaro Huerta, Ph.D. candidate in Dept. of City & Regional Planning | 7/29/10 | One comment | Leave a
comment

Forty years ago, workers in the United States won a great victory.

On July 29, 1970, the United Farm Workers of America (UFW) ended its successful
grape boycott when the growers agreed to sign the first contract with the union.

It seemed like an improbable outcome, as the battle pitted a mostly Mexican as well as
Filipino immigrant workforce against powerful agricultural growers in California.

Led by the late Cesar Chavez and tireless Dolores Huerta, the UFW was founded in the early 1960s
in response to the inhumane working conditions for farmworkers in California and other states, such
as Arizona, Texas, Florida and Washington state.

While many American workers during this period enjoyed the right to organize, 40-hour weeks,
minimum wage and relatively safe working conditions, farmworkers lacked these basic rights and
protections.

In an effort to seek justice, dignity and respect in the rural fields of America, UFW leaders, its
members and sympathizers organized and joined picket lines and marches, signed petitions,
supported labor laws, lobbied elected officials, distributed educational flyers, produced
documentaries, penned songs, performed plays, held teach-ins and generally supported the
nationwide boycott.

The charismatic Chavez — who graced the cover of Time magazine on July 4, 1969 — engaged in
numerous and lengthy hunger strikes to draw attention to the cause.

As was the case with the civil rights movement, many UFW activists were beaten up and a few were
killed for the simple act of supporting the right of farmworkers to organize a union and negotiate for
fair labor contracts.

But the rightness of their cause prevailed.

So inspirational was it that Barack Obama, when he was a candidate for president, adopted the
group’s slogan: “Si, Se Puede” (“Yes, We Can”).

Now, 40 years later, farmworkers continue to toil under harsh working conditions.

To draw attention to this, the UFW has launched an innovative campaign called “Take Our Jobs.”

The “Take Our Jobs” campaign encourages unemployed Americans to work in the agricultural fields
to pick fruits and vegetables as a means to educating the public of the importance of immigrant
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labor issues and desperate need for humane labor reforms at the national level.

As part of this campaign, UFW President Arturo Rodriguez appeared on “The Colbert Report,” the
popular cable show, to shed light on the plight of “los de abajo” (those on the bottom).

The best way to honor this 40th anniversary of the UFW’s landmark success would be to support
humane labor law reform for farmworkers and to strengthen the right to organize.

Si, Se Puede!

Alvaro Huerta is a doctoral candidate at UC Berkeley’s Department of City and Regional planning
and a visiting scholar at UCLA’s Chicano Studies Research Center. This article is cross-posted from
The Progressive.
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I’m actually amazed that unions are still required in some parts of America. For the most part in modern
U.S. (and Canada) it seems like unions are a waste of time and money. A parasite that drives costs up for
the end user/consumer. I know that with toronto stucco contractors, union projects are done much slower
and are much more expensive. Working conditions are identical whether it’s union or non.

Was it confirmed that that was really where “Yes, we can” came from, or is it a coincidence?

[Report abuse]

Conservatism’s Death Gusher
George Lakoff, professor of linguistics | 7/26/10 | 14 comments | Leave a comment

The issue is death — death gushing at ten thousand pounds per square inch from a mile
below the sea, tens of thousands of barrels of death a day. Not just death to eleven
human beings. Death to sea birds, sea turtles, dolphins, fish, oyster beds, shrimp,
beaches; death to the fishing industry, tourism, jobs; and death to a way of life based on
the beauty and bounty of the Gulf.

Many, perhaps a majority, of the Gulf residents affected are conservatives, strong right-wing
Republicans, following extremist Governors Bobby Jindal and Haley Barbour. What those
conservatives are not saying, and may be incapable of seeing, is that conservatism itself is largely
responsible for what happened, and that conservatism is a continuing disaster for conservatives
who live along the Gulf. Conservatism is an ideology of death.

It was conservative laissez-faire free market ideology — that maximizing profit comes first — that
led to:

The corrupt relationship between the oil companies and the Interior Department staff that was
supposedly regulating them
Minimizing cost by not drilling relief wells
The principle that oil companies could be responsible their own risk assessments on drilling
Maximizing profit by outsourcing risk assessment that told them what they wanted to hear:
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