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MIAMI – Florida International University Art History Professor Juan Martinez is
ensuring that Cuban American artists get the credit they deserve for

their contributions to American art.

A committee of experts in art and art history commissioned Martinez to write a monograph, a book
that compiles an artist’s achievements and incorporates his or her work into the history of art, on
Cuban-American artist Maria Brito.

Brito was chosen by a panel of curators, art historians and artists, convened by the UCLA Chicano
Studies Research Center, as part of the A Ver: Revisioning Art History initiative, aimed at
recognizing 10 Hispanic-American artists with monographs.

A Florida International University alumna, Brito is among the first Cuban-American artists to have
her work immortalized in such a manner. Her achievement exemplifies the recognition that
Hispanic artists are beginning to receive in American contemporary art.

“What the monograph points out is that she is very much part of the contemporary American
scene,” Martinez said. “It inserts her in the tremendous diversity that is contemporary American
art.  She fits into the mosaic that is contemporary society.”

Born in Cuba and arriving in Miami as a child as part of Operation Pedro Pan, Brito is considered
part of the “Miami Generation, a group of Cuban-born American artists who emerged in the later
1970s. Brito, a painter, sculptor and installation artist, is best known for intricate mixed-media
constructions that embody narratives of displacement and loss.

“It is truly an honor for me to have this book written by an art historian of the reputation and caliber
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of Dr. Juan Martinez,” Brito said.

This is the second monograph penned by Martinez. His first, “Carlos Enriquez, the painter of Cuban
ballads”, depicts the work of a controversial pre-Castro artist. Martinez will discuss his work on
March 26 at 7 p.m. in the Miami Beach Convention Center, 1901 Convention Center Dr. in Miami
Beach, as part of Arteaméricas.

Media Contact:  Madeline Baró at 305-348-2234.
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About FIU:
Florida International University was founded in 1965 and is Miami’s only public research university.
With a student body of more than 38,000, its 12 colleges and schools offer more than 200
bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral programs in fields such as engineering, international relations
and law. More than 100,000 FIU alumni live and work in South Florida. FIU has been classified by
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching as a “High Research Activity
University”. In August 2009, FIU welcomed the inaugural class of the Herbert Wertheim College of
Medicine. For more information about FIU, visit http://www.fiu.edu.
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